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DECISIONS OF THE ELEVENTH MEETING OF

CM11/1

CM11/2

CM11/3

CM11/4

CM11/5

CM11/6

CM11/7

CM11/8

CM11/9

CM11/10

CM11/11

CM11/12

CM11/13

CM11/14

ROPME COUNCIL
(22 October 2000)

State of the Marine Environment Report - SOMER
Survey of Existing Habitats

Quality Control / Quality Assurance and Monitoring of
Contaminants in the Marine Environment of the ROPME Sea Area

Monitoring of variables affecting Public Health in the ROPME Sea Area
The Protection and Sustainable Management of Fisheries Resources
Satellite Receiving Station

Open Sea Cruise

The Research Component of Marine Monitoring and Research
Programme —- MMRP

Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-Based
Activities-LBA

Oil Dispersant Project

Protocol concerning Marine Pollution resulting from Exploration
and Exploitation of the Continental Shelf

Protocol on the Control of Marine Transboundary Movements and
Disposal of Hazardous Wastes and Other Wastes

Development of a Protocel on Biological Diversity and the
Establishment of Protected Areas

Environmental Awareness

Y
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CM11/15

CM11/16

CM11/17
CM11/18
CM11/19

CM11/20

CM11/21
CM11/22
CM11/23

CM11/24

CM11/25
CM11/26
CM11/27
CM11/28
CM11/29
CM11/30
CM11/31

CM11/32

Regional Contingency Plan

Development of Regional Guidelines for Pollution Damage
Assessment and Regional Manual for Compensation Claims

Establishment of an Emergency Fund for Marine Environment Protection
Development of Port State Control Procedures

Development of a Safety Programme for Harmful Substances
Development of an Annex to the Protocol concerning Regional
Co-operation in Combating Pollution by Oil and Other Harmful
Substances in Cases of Emergency

Periodical Report on Marine Emergency

Establishing Reception Facilities in the Region

Enabling MEMAC to effectively coordinate emergency activities

Cooperation between ROPME and THO on Hydrographic Activities
in the ROPME Sea Area

Participation in Environmental Events of the Region
Memorandum of Understanding between ROPME and 10C
Designation of Lead Member States

ROPME?’s Financial Status (1998-99 and 1999-2000)
ROPME'’s Budgetary Requirements for the period 2000-2002
Settlement of Arrears

SESCOM and EXCOM Meetings

The Twelfth Meeting of ROPME Council
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Statement of H.E. Dr. Masoumeh Ebtekar

Vice President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Head of the Department of the Environment

In the Name of Allah the Compassionate the Merciful

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

I am honoured to address you on the occasion of the 11th ROPME Council meeting. The
globalisation process has sharply highlighted the importance and effectiveness of local
and regional co-operation on environmental issues.

The deteriorating conditions of world oceans and the marine environment are sensitive
issues that require serious attention and decisive action both at the international, as well as
at the regional level. Increasing threats from land based and offshore sources of pollution,
including noise, heat and chemical contamination are endangering marine species and
disrupting the delicate balance of the ecosystem.

While the new-world economy relies heavily on resources from sea including food and
mines, oil and gas from seabed, very little is practically given back for reserving the
equilibrium of the oceans and safeguarding their biodiversity. The industrial world is
responsible for the preponderance of greenhouse gas emissions that lead to global
warming and the consequences of oil exploration, exploitation and transport. It is also the
source of unsustainable corporate business trends that lead to further deterioration of the
state of the marine environment.

In this respect, regional seas are more vulnerable due to their closed conditions and
density of human activity and transport in those areas. This gives regional organizations
the serious responsibility of tackling these problems using the efforts and resources of
regional states and with the support and technical assistance of the international
community.

Here, ROPME scores high among global regional organisations in terms of policy making,
coordination, training and research. ROPME deals with a region which provides the
world with more than 40% of its daily energy needs, while its fragile environment has
been excessively strained by two armed conflicts and several major oil spills during the
past two decades.

In light of the occasion of the Council meeting that marks the chairmanship of the
Organisation being transferred to the State of Kuwait, I wish to highlight some of the
achievements of ROPME during the past two years :

o The establishment of official and regular SESCOM sessions as venues for
extensive expert discussions and deliberations on policy and budget.
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e The promotion of the concept of centres of excellence or lead member states
which gives the opportunity and inspiration to each state to exhibit its excellence
and capabilities.

e Giving priority to regional experts and institutions which is conducive to
capacity building.

e Promoting regional environmental studies. This last policy has been emphasised
and closely followed by ROPME.

One of the major achievements of the Organisation has been the successful conducting of
the First Summer Oceanographic Cruise led by the Islamic Republic of Iran and including
regional experts. These activities and many more in the fields of training, research and
legislation constitute the accomplishments of ROPME during the past years.

The proposed program for the coming years indicates that ROPME has a vast spectrum of
activities ahead, in areas of environmental assessment, environmental management and
legislative matters. These various initiatives need to be followed and implemented with a
greater sense of urgency and efficiency. Matters like reception facilities, emergency
response and monitoring need to be followed with necessary support and practical steps
taken to realise these objectives.

The stakeholders involved in the economic activities of the RSA, the Governments,
corporate sector, the multinational oil companies conducting offshore or land based
activities—all should recognise the fact that this fragile marine environment is monitored
and regulated by a strong regional Convention and Organisation.

Considering the important tasks ROPME has ahead, and taking into consideration the
health and well being of the inhabitants of this area, I appeal to the Heads of States of the
region to pay due attention to the importance of the sustainable development of their
countries, and to bring issues related to the environment and the marine ecosystem into
the mainstream of their policy and decision making processes. It is only with sufficient
political support and financial resources that we can co-ordinate our efforts to promote
peace and stability in the region, as a prerequisite for sustainability and protection of our
natural resources.

The emphasis put on regional capacity, self-sufficiency and the appreciation of regional
expertise, is perhaps one of the most significant patterns of achievement. The precious
wealth of expertise and scientific know-how of the region is an asset for local co-
operation and is an important forum for sharing experiences with the international
community. We should consider this as an opportunity for the region and endeavour to
make the best use of it for the development and prosperity of our future generations.

I am confident that the regional states and ROPME will take the necessary political and
practical steps to promote the objectives of sustainable development and environmental
protection in the region. I hope we could fulfill our commitments to the peoples and
younger generations to guarantee a brighter future for our nations.
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Statement of Dr. Shafgat Kakakhel
Deputy Executive Director, UNEP

Your Highness Prince Fahad Bin Abdullah, the host of the ROPME Council Meeting

Your Excellency Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Awadi, Executive Secretary of the Regional
Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment

Your Excellencies the Ministers Responsible for the Environment
Colleagues

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that I address you on behalf of UNEP and convey greetings
and best wishes from the United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive
Director of UNEP, Dr. Klaus Topfer. We would like to congratulate you on the
impressive achievements of ROPME during the past 20 years and its vital contribution
to the protection of regional environment under challenging conditions.

Excellencies,

Cooperation between UNEP and ROPME which goes back over many years, was
strengthened with the signing of the Jeddah Regional MOU in 1999 between UNEP,
ROPME, the Conference of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment
(CAMRE) and the Programme for the Environment of the Red Sea the Gulf of Aden
(PERSGA) which laid down a framework for wider cooperation and coordination in
addressing the environmental challenges in this region.

I have had an opportunity to review what has been achieved in the past one year in
terms of joint activities in the region and I can say I am proud of the achievements thus
far., We in UNEP are committed to support and facilitate your work, which we
consider an important contribution to a number of UNEP’s global environmental
programmes.

Excellencies,

May I briefly highlight some of the ongoing activities that are considered to be of great
importance in terms of assessment and protection of the marine environment of the
ROPME Sea Area and which make use of the expertise and experience of UNEP and
ROPME.

The first is the development of a Remote Sensing Receiving Station within the
ROPME Sea Area. The volume of shipping in the region and the associated threat of
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oil pollution are of serious concern to ROPME Member States. The delicate ecological
balance between habitats and populations in this highly arid region has rendered the
marine environment highly sensitive to physical changes and pollution. The
establishment of a Remote Sensing Receiving Station will allow monitoring and
mapping of oil releases, allow member states to monitor their habitats and
oceanographic parameters to detect changes that may threaten the delicate ecology of
the coastal areas and associated wetlands as well as undertake assessments of urban
areas and land use patterns. We are jointly exploring a number of funding
opportunities and UNEP would again like to reiterate its support of this important
project as a major effort to establish a regional database of baseline oceanographic and
ecological data and strengthen the capacity of ROPME and UNEP in the area.

We are also pleased and mmpressed by the recent publication “ROPME from Space”, a
joint project utilising data and expertise from both organisations. The release of this
report complements the second report on the State of the Marine Environment
(SOMER) which we believe will help in enhancing knowledge and understanding of
the environmental dynamics, concerns and priorities of this region.

The second subject is the Regional Waters Assessment, which has built on early
cooperation between ROPME and UNEP, but has been broadened to include ACSAD
and UNEP-GRID through an MOU s1gned in 1999. In the first phase of this project, an
assessment was made of the Tigris- Euphrates basin, a river basin that has attracted
mcreased international attention in recent years because of increasing water stress and
the political issues of shared water resources, highlighting the links between
environment and security .Two hot spots have been identified; the construction of
dams in the headwaters in the Turkish mountains and the loss of vast areas of the
Mesopotamian marshlands. These marshlands, the largest in West Asia, are of global
significance and their abundance of flora and fauna make them important biodiversity
reserves, but they are threatened by upstream developments and drainage schemes.

There are also a number of global programmes currently being implemented by UNEP,
to which ROPME are able to provide significant input and expertise and I would like
to briefly address two of these.

The Global International Waters Assessment is an international programme to assess
the state of the global waters and develop strategies to overcome identified problems.
The ROPME Sea Area is part of the Indian Ocean Mega-Region and a Task Team of
15 experts has been identified to review the methodology and oversee the assessment
in the region, identify priorities and develop solutions for presentation to the region.

The Global Programme of Action for the Protection of Marine Resources from land
based activities (GPA), which is very much in line, with your own Protocol on the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land Based sources, is an international
programme addressing the role of land-based pollutants and aiming to minimise their
impacts on the marine and coastal environment. The first phase of this project is
addressing municipal wastewater. A consultant from the region is currently being
sought to carry out a review of the region municipal wastewater management prior to a
regional meeting to discuss a Recommended Framework for Decision-making and
1dentify institutional and financial mechanisms to more effectively manage this form of
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pollution. We believe that the control of sewage releases will not only reduce tne
potential of eutrophication in the region but also increase the potential reuse of treated
effluents in a region in which paucity of water is a major problem.

ROPME has been invited to join UNEP and PERSGA on the regional Steering
Committee of these two projects, utilising the regional expertise and to ensure that
there is no duplication between the two programmes and that resources are used
appropriately and fully. As ever we are looking forward to being part of this
coordinated approach and hope that joint efforts on these two important global projects
will contribute to their success.

Assessment and conservation of Coral Reef is another area in which we are
coordinating our efforts with both ROPME and PERSGA with the aim of developing a
regional strategy for the protection of coral reefs in both regional seas. We are also
pleased with our association with your efforts to develop, in cooperation with the GCC
Secretariat and the European Union, a protocol on the Protection of Biodiversity and
Establishment of Protected Areas within the two regional seas.

UNEP is also working in cooperation with ROPME/MEMAC in their efforts to
develop strategies and management programmes to deal with protection of the marine
waters from pollution that is related to handling and transportation of oil and
petrochemicals. As part of this we are pleased to be working alongside ROPME and
MEMAC on the establishment of regional Reception Facilities, contingency planning,
the development of guidelines for environmental damage assessment and preparation
of compensation claims in cases of oil spills and the development of Cleaner
Production Programmes in the ports and industrial estates in the region. We were very
pleased with the level of preparation and discussions that took place at the MEMAC
Conference and Exhibition organised recently in Bahrain.

Excellencies,

I shall now move away from coastal and marine specific projects and refer to some of
the broader UNEP activities in which ROPME is, and can be, an important partner.

The first of these is the preparatory process for the Conference in 2002 to review the
implementation of the results of the historic United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development in Rio in 1992, popularly known as the Rio+ 10 Earth
Summit. This Conference will not only assess the progress in the implementation of
Agenda 21, but will also identify the obstacles impeding the implementation and agree
upon measures to overcome these challenges. A worldwide preparatory process for the
2002 Earth Summit will be launched early next year. All regions of the world will
carry out their own preparations.

UNEP and the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs have
agreed to cooperate in contributing to the review process in this and other regions.

The mechanism for West Asia includes a series of regional meetings, including
Thematic Roundtables, to which, we hope, ROPME will contribute, providing
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information and suggestions on the environmental management of the regional seas.

Secondly, there is the Global Environment Outlook (GEQO) process of UNEP which is
now in its third stage. It provides an integrated holistic approach to assessing
environmental problems and identifying solutions. The GEO3 report on the state of the
environment will contain policy analysis and future scenarios and form the backbone
of UNEP’s inputs to Rio+10. UNEP considers ROPME as the principle regional
organisation with the mandate to address the environmental issues relating to the
coastal and marine environment. The SOMER report is a major contribution to the
environmental assessment in the region and its integration with the GEO process will
reinforce the regional assessment as a whole.

Excellencies,

UNEP feels that in addition to the ongoing activities I have mentioned, there are a
number of additional areas relevant to the protection of the regional seas in which our
two organisations can collaborate. If [ may briefly list them here, they include:

1) A study of the health impacts of water treated by different desalination methods
in cooperation with the World Health Organization.

1) Fisheries management, in conjunction with the GCC and FAO and the impacts
of habitat modification, including drainage of wetlands and changes in river
flow.

iii)  An assessment of the extent and risk of alien species associated with release of
ballast water in which the International Maritime Organization has taken an
Initiative.

iv)  Cooperation in dealing with major events, such as the imvasion of Crown of

Thorns Starfish or COTS and fish kill phenomena which are being experienced
more frequently in the region.

V) Management of hazardous wastes in cooperation with the Secretariat of the
Convention on Hazardous Wastes or Basel Convention as it is popularly known.

vi)  Joint activities on the implementation of multilateral agreements in the area of
chemicals, especially the Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent
(PIC) and the Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) which is
expected to be signed next year.

Excellencies,

In conclusion, may I emphasize that through our regional office for West Asia which
has received generous support from the Government of the State of Bahrain and the
Gulf Cooperation Council, we hope to expand and strengthen our cooperation with
'ROPME. We look forward to working with the Governments and regional bodies in
the framework of the MOU’s signed here in Jeddah last year in finding solutions to the
environmental problems.

Thank You.
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