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Internet ROPME

E-Mail address:

ropme@qualitynet.net
world Wide Web:
http://www kuwait.net/-ropmek/

Internet MEMAC
E-Mail address:
memac @batelco com. bh
World Wide Web:

\ http://www.gce.com.bh/memac /
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Speech of
H. E. Dr. Massoumeh Ebtekar

Vice President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran & Head,
Department of Environment

Twenty years have elapsed since establishment of the Regional Organization for
the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME). During this period, inspite of
all the difficult times and constraints faced, ROPME has made remarkable progress.
The devotion of the Council, Secretariat, Judicial Commission and commitments of
Member States has led to several scientific/technical programs and projects of envi-
ronmental assessments; monitoring and ecological assessment; environmental man-
agement; environmental awareness programs; development of legal and administra-
tion mechanisms; regional conventions and many important protocols. Cooperation
between ROPME and United Nations international specialized agencies and Regional

Organizations has contributed to a great extent to wares implementation of the pro-
grams on protection of the ROPME Sea Area (RSA). The unique marine environ-
ment, rich biodiversity and ecological value of the ROPME sea area is the common
heritage of not only the littoral states but of the global community.

On the occasion of the 10th ROPME Council Meeting, I take the opportunity to
congratulate ROPME for its glorious achievements, While accepting the honor of
chairmanship of ROPME Council, hereby, I offer my sincere thanks to the distin-
guished delegates and my support to the program areas identified and approved by
the 10th ROPME Council. The Member States commitments and cooperation would
be a source of inspiration and crucial in bringing out success to ROPME’s overall
goal i.e. protection of the marine environment in the region.

Interventions to reduce pollution, protect ecosystems and build capacity for envi-
ronmental management in developing countries are playing an important role in




environment reform. Economic growth is necessary for human development but it
is wrong to presume that high economic growth rates will automatically translate into
higher level of human development. It is indeed necessary to strike a balance between
the use of resources and development on one hand, and protection, enhancement and
sustainability of the environment on the other.

ROPME Member States are today more aware that without securing sustainability,
the development will bring more harm than benefit to the population and fate of hu-
manity depends on the state of the environment. Efficacy of the regional program im-
plementation depends on active participation of Governments NGOs, private sector,
experts and the public.

_Members States commitment to the goals of ROPME is a must if the environment
of the RSA is to be protected, and each state has a real stake in its success. Coopera-
tion has to be improved at the national and local levels among different government
agencies, between government, the community, stake holders and polluting enterpris-
es, at the regional level between the Member States and also at the international level
between the international finance community, Member States, bilateral assistance
programs and international companies.

International private sector can play an unique role in the RSA through interactions
with scientific and academic experts, non-governmental organizations and govern-
mental representatives in the region, which will generate undertakings with tangible
results. It can mobilize technical expertise, private capital and stimulate cooperative
measures to help strengthen environmental management systems. The private sector
involvement could enhance effectiveness of proposed regulations and protocols, pro-
vide monitoring data on baseline environmental conditions, and develop emergency
preparedness with local authorities.

Statutory, administrative and procedural capabilities for environmental administra-
tion. management should be enhanced within the region and the existing legal frame-
work and protocols are to be seen as a major overacting component of regional coop-
‘eration by the Member states as well as the international companies and private sector

©,



firms. Any monitoring, research, workshop and training conducted within the
region must be problem oriented and management driven. Responding to the environ-
mental issues such as increased pollution, depletion of natural resources and exorbi-
tant increase in human activities demands new approaches. We must harness the sci-
entific and technological capabilities to develop sustainability.

ROPME’s endeavor of the past years in education and training, assessmént, moni-
toring, planning, preparation of contingency plans, development of legal and institu-
tional frame work and protocols have been those essential steps which have enhanced
our capabilities for environmental management implementation and rigorous action.

The time has arrived to opt more action oriented environmental protective meas-
ures. Environmental protection is a necessity and it could materialize only if all the
Member States perform their responsibilities with enthusiasm, and firm conviction.

The member States are needed to be more communicative than before.
It is only through an effective dialogue and consistent cooperation that the objec-
tives of ROPME could become achievable. We shall overcome the existing con-
straints if our collective efforts are goal oriented. There is no dearth of capabilities in-
herent within the region and we must pursue a more rigorous analysis of the
challenges we face.

The RSA region enjoys the benefit of having many internationally reputed local
experts. It is strongly recommended that ROPME should utilize the invaluable exper-
tise and skill of the local experts.

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to consider the priority and ur-
gency of certain important program areas such as: Comprehensive oceanographic
studies open sea cruise, regional cooperation for compensation of claims, establish-
ment of navigational aids, provision of infrastructure including ports and related facil-

ities (reception facilities), shipping services and vessel traffic surveillance, utilization
of cleanses from the sea such as wave,wind, tidal and Ocean Thermal Energy Conver-
sion (OTEC), evaluation of living and non-living resources, prevention and control of




marine and land-based sources of pollution, implementation of environmental

management plans and protocols and also mobilization of new sources of funding.

A reversal of current trends of resources depletion and environmental destruction
requires environmental awareness and also investment in a large scale. While apply-
ing port fees and bank loans are alternatives suggested as new sources of funding, the
Marine/ Coastal Development Tax is the most promising proposal. The “Marine/
Coastal Development Tax” calls for tax on all the major commercial uses of the
Ocean: on fish caught, oil extracted, minerals produced, goods and persons shipped,
water desalination, recreational activities, waste dumped, pipelines laid and installa-
tions built. This form of tax is basically a functional tax rather than territorial tax, ap-
plicable to all the above mentioned activities excluding substance fisheries or scientif-
ic research. Considering the scarcity of available funds, it is suggested that a “Marine/
Coastal Development Tax” should be levied by the Member States and paid either to
the Steering Committee of ROPME or any other competent institution. The tax ob-
tained could be utilized for environmental protection projects.

We need a collective effort, taking environmental issues seriously, urging regional
states to refrain from heavy military expenditures which may ultimately lead to the
escalation of tensions and instability and increased deterioration of the state of the en-
vironment and to divert those funds to improving their environmental standards at the

national and regional level.

I remain with the firm conviction that as Muslim nations, ROPME member States
stand unified and determined to protect their precious marine environment. Offering
my sincere thanks, I take the opportunity to request ROPME to accelerate its efforts
to promote the environmental, state of the RSA. With the grace of God and support of
all the Member States at the brink of the third millennium, we shall step into a new
era of efficiency, determination and devotion ensuring the sustainability of the RSA

environment as a whole and marine environment, in particular.
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